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Insurance Guidelines 
 

General 
 
Both the supporting institution and the fishing vessel need to carry their own insurance.  This is 
because if a scientist is harmed on a vessel, he or she may have three options: 1) they may hold 
their employer (the supporting institution) responsible; 2) they may hold the fishing vessel 
responsible; or 3) they may hold both responsible.  
 
Supporting Institutions: 
 
Academic or research institutions who place their employees on Navigating vessels NOT owned 
by them should consider carrying what is called a Maritime Employee Liability (MEL) Insurance 
policy.  This will provide them with liability insurance in the event one of their employees is 
harmed.  Most institutions carry $5 million of MEL insurance.  Institutions not carrying MEL 
should consider contacting their agent to inquire about this type of coverage.  Employers will 
sometimes confuse MEL with their Workman’s Compensation (W/C) Insurance.  W/C does not 
cover employees who are on vessels.  W/C, if it has a Longshoreman’s and Harbor Workers (LS 
& HW) endorsement, will cover their employees but only on “NON” navigating vessels and on 
or around docks., i.e. vessels tied to docks or work performed on piers and wharves, etc.  Once 
their employee sets foot on a NAVIGATING vessel NOT OWNED by the institution, they really 
need to be covered by MEL to protect the institution from claims arising from injuries to their 
employees.  Some risk managers think that because they purchase Workman’s Comp and 
General Liability (GL) insurance, they do not need anything else.  This is usually wrong.  They 
need to check with their underwriters to see if they have exclusions in their policies for water-
born activity, hence the need for an MEL policy.  Sometimes a General Liability underwriter will 
add MEL coverage to an existing GL policy. 
 
Fishing Vessels: 
 
Fishing vessels are covered for liability via Protection & Indemnity Insurance (P&I).  P&I will 
cover crew liability as well as injuries to people on other vessels in the event of collision.  If a 
vessel carries non-crew members such as scientists, observers, etc. the vessel owner should 
contact his insurer and make sure the insurer knows the vessel is also carrying non-crew 
members.  Also the vessel owner should make sure he is carrying enough P&I insurance to cover 
a worst case scenario such as a total loss of all hands.  A recommendation would be no less than 
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$500 K per person on board.  For example, if a vessel had four crew members and two scientists 
(6 X $500 K), the recommendation would be for no less than $3,000,000 P&I. [Court awards are 
difficult to predict so even that may not be enough]. 
 
Since most insurance companies only provide $1 million of P&I, vessel owners may need to 
purchase what is known as Excess P&I Insurance.  This is usually sold in steps of $1 million up 
to $5 million and higher.  Excess P&I can be very costly to a vessel owner, sometimes 
prohibitively so.  But sometimes in cases where an observer’s employer is able to present 
evidence of MEL coverage for his employee to the vessel owner, the vessel owner is enabled to 
purchase Excess P&I Insurance at substantial savings.  So the two (P&I and MEL) really work in 
conjunction with each other.  Also when the vessel owner or supporting institution are able to 
show safety training courses have been completed by all crew and scientists within a year of 
going onboard, insurance costs can be reduced. 
 
Summary: 
 
The above information is based on research that has been done by the CFR Foundation regarding 
circumstances when institutions are placing scientists, researchers, observers, technicians, etc. on 
fishing vessels to conduct research.  It has been explained to the CFR Foundation that the types 
of insurance mentioned above would be helpful to both the supporting institutions and the fishing 
vessel owners.  The amounts of insurance needed to protect each entity may vary depending on 
the risk as assessed by the institution’s or fishing vessel owner’s insurance counselor or Risk 
Manager.  It is recommended that supporting institutions and fishing vessel owners check with 
their insurance professionals to ascertain what the proper coverage and limits should be.  The 
above information is offered by the CFR Foundation strictly as a guide for you to discuss with 
your insurance professional. 
 
 
 



MLA Non-Profit Boat Protection Coogerative, Ltd.
EB. Perry Building
40 Church street

P.O. Box HM2062
Hamilton, Bermuda HM HX

Certificate of Insurance
Date: October25.,2010

To: Commercial Fisheries Research FoundationY •• : Fax 401.•515-3545

Ref:

r-''- .._----- --------- -- ------ ..-----~----------.-----.------
Hull Policy
Vessel Name: .
Owner: .
Description: .
Type of Coverage: Hull
Insured Amt $250,000
Deductible: $1,000
Loss Payee(s):
Policy Term: 7/112010 - 613012011

~----------.- - ---------- -------~---------j-----._---_._--------- --. ------- .•- --------_ •._j

i
I
i
~

P&I Policy #:. :
Vessel Name: -.
Owner:
Type of Coverage: Protection and Indemnity
Limit of Liability: $500.000
Deductible:$1,000.00
Loss Payee(s):'
Policy Term: 71112010- 6J3012011

!
;

i

I,--------- --_. ------------,
The provision of this page only confirms coverage as of this date, 1012512010, and that no
guarantee is made that the policy(ies} will not be cancelled for non-pay or some other reason
during the policy period. '

MLA Non.f>rofit Boat Protection Cooperative •.ltd.



USCG ~OMMERCIAL FISHING VESSEL SAFETY EXAMINATION
VeneJN •• e: Number:
CaUS,,: oiier Ideadaer:
BuUCalor:

,
Trim Color: r Sa reColor:c "

Vessel LeIIgt1a: Gross To . Muimam POD:.
HaD Type: o Wood P- Aluminum o Fiberglass VeiselType: r'1 Fishing VeSsel o Fish Tender1 .

D Steel o Other' .,. . [J Fish Processing Vessel.
YearBuBt:

. .-. Year Converted:
Propulsion: 0 Outboard D Inboanil - Inboard/Outboard B wer: INamber of Sbafts:
Decal Info! 0 Initial Issue.{ Renewal FlsIIIDg Equipment:O Long Line 0 Mult-Rig 0 Troll

If a renewal, date last dead issued; {' Gill Net 0 Tender 0 Trawl D Purse Seine 0 Txap
o Bottom 0 Other ~ ......,..

Fuel: 0 GasEf Diesel 0 Portable D Fixed \ Number of heI Tub: ti
..-=-~

Lube Oil Ca.,.,i •.J (pIIODS): IHydra.lle 011C (pi): IFuelCa~.J (pI):
-'

Route: 0 Inland 0 Waters Inside Coastal Waters .A1 Coastal Watas s- •

Bouadary LiDe: 0 Inside.rj Outside 0 3mn 0 12nm 0 2Onmc;( Ji sOnm o >100nm
AppJicab1!.Waters: OWann DCold
Owner~ ~". ~ Coafact Peooa:~ - _. -
Owner Address: .., . Comet Address:

- .
-

Owner PhoDe:
-.,.,.,. .- -: . Coataet PIJoae:

Exam Requestedhe To: .1 0 4100 Boarding A Owner o Family Member o Observer Coverage
.D Exemption o Other ($DealY):

How did requester hear aboot ?
A voluotaTy dockside enmiDation bas been completed on this vessel. However. a Comtnt:rcial Y'1ShingVeuel Safety Decal cannot be
-iaSUcd due to the following defideucles (Note dejicleades by clldtlon nrnnber. wtth II" apllllllIIiors. 11Ifti/o, ide1ltify 41tJ1pll1'tlcu/arly
hflZll1'tlotu condition):

Mon BJHIC~IIWIiWle 011ClllltbtlllltilJll..1tut. .

When these dcficiCllcies are corrected, please call ..~ schcduJ¥-~ rt~on.
. - t - _

Examiner's Name:· .- Examiner's Unit: .: ~. -
Date of this Exam: ' ~-..- . -- - ~ ; l'!?'F,:-:.-~ - - . .-

. \ Location: ~. -..

CQNGRATllLATJONSI YVIlI'I'I!!rst!i "¥!!.'!-"~~ and is in cnmplionce witl/ all appllcublfl.<;afely I't!gulations. Comn,erclal
P'ishing Versel Safely Decal Number / -- .: '. has been is9ued_ The decal is vaJiilfor 1years provided IRe vessel
sulety Ilqll;pmenl remains serviceoble 0,,4 .he opt>.F4Iing cm,dilions describeil QboW! ar« not e%Cl!eQed. Remove the decalifth~ vessel
is sold. Pkose keep this form on btlllrd Y!1ur vesselud ShDWIt ttl 'he CtIIUt G"tml if the vessel if bOllnktL
Issuing Examiner's Si~' e-

. -- Date Iss.u.M:
~

~
-"';

Vessel Rcpreaej\ ignature: '-. .- .-~..
~> -

.- ,- ". ,.,. .•..- -~-
~cUd~~~~~~ ~t~Y__~ ~~~~ ~
IHOURSJo...;;E;,;;;;;;um~: __ ••••••1 T::iiiiiiira_m~: _- __ I Traie!pl:iioiioiiiiiiiii-iiiiiiiiii.a· [_TnIDI;";;;;;;;;;;;Ol:Oiilngiil.iT_ra_ve1_:_-_~

VESSECS COpy

J _



Safety Drill Checklist
Vessel _

Date _

Time _

Crew/Research Members Present (Print Names)

Safety Drills Conducted:

o Abandoning the vessel

o Procedures for fighting a fire

o Recovering Individual from water

o Launching Survival Craft and recovering life or rescue boats

o Donning immersion suits or PFD

o Minimize effects of unintentional flooding

o Radio distress call/visual signs

o Activating general alarm

o Reporting inoperable alarm or smoke detector

o Review Bilge High Water Alarm Systems

o Donning fireman's outfit or S.C.B.A. (Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus)

I received instructions and participated in drills covering the above areas on date and vessel listed above and

are familiar with my duties during each emergency. (Signature of crew/research members)

Signature of USCGCertified Drill Conductor _



Treestone Fisheries 
Frank Kifman 

12 Centre Street   
Westerly, RI    
Phone (401) 626‐6886 
Fax  (401) 424‐1799 

INVOICE

INVOICE # 100 
DATE: 10/25/2010 

 
TO: 

Deborah Anthes  
Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation  
PO Box 278 
Saunderstown, RI  02874  
(401) 515‐4833 

FOR: 

Spiny Dogfish Project 
NOAA Grant #NA09NMF4720414 

 

DESCRIPTION  AMOUNT 

Vessel Charter Rate for FV Wylanda  
Days at sea – October 1, 2010 and October 2, 2010    

XXXX 

   

Fuel Costs XXX gallons at X.XX    XXXX 

   

Insurance Costs   XXX 

   

½ of proceeds from Fish Landed   ‐XXXXX 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

TOTAL   XXXXXX 

   

 
Make checks payable to :  Treestone Fisheries    



Funds Requested ($)

Name  & Title  Salary per hour  Percentage of 

time on 

project (FTE 

equivalent) 

Total Amount

$0

$0

$0

$0

Southern New England Collaborative Research Initiative 2010 RFP 

SUPPLIES & EXPENDIBLES

PERSONNEL  TOTAL

Research Institution Budget 

SUPPLIES TOTAL

TRAVEL

 

PERMANENT EQUIPMENT

 

 

  

TRAVEL TOTAL

PUBLICATIONS & DOCUMENTS

EQUIPMENT TOTAL

SALARIES & WAGES

 



$0

$0

INDIRECT COST  Rate  %

$0

Funds Requested ($)

$0

$0

$0

$0

Other 

INSURANCE TOTAL 

Equipment/Services 

EQUIPMENT/SERVICES TOTAL

Fishing Industry Budget 
Fishing Vessel Charter Rate

Fuel  

FISHING VESSEL CHARTER TOTAL

FUEL TOTAL

Insurance 

 

 

OTHER COSTS

PUBLICATIONS TOTAL

 

 

TOTAL OTHER

TOTAL FOR INSTITUTION PORTION OF BUDGET 



$0

$0

$0

OTHER TOTAL  

TOTAL FOR FISHING INDUSTRY PORTION OF BUDGET 

GRAND TOTAL FOR PROJECT 
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