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October 8, 2013 

Dear Ms. Petruny-Parker, 

 

Thank you for sharing the feedback on the final report of the winter flounder bycatch reduction 

project. Please consider the following changes made to the final report in response to the 

reviewer comments. 

Lack of Quantitative Findings: 

 To address the comments about deviation from the experimental design, the LA data was 

segregated according to tow parameters and tested for statistically significant differences 

between groups. The 55 tows from the FV Arcturus, where the experimental dredge was 

not standardized and a 4:1 wire scope was used, were excluded from the final analysis, 

leaving a sample size of 186 tows (p. 8).  We then tested for a difference between the 

CFLP and NB dredges using a Mann-Whitney Test (p. 10). A detailed table of the 

statistical results was included in the report (Table 3, p. 10). There was a significant 

reduction in fish bycatch for all species except summer flounder and barndoor skates. The 

LA results section was updated to include the findings from the statistical analysis (p. 

10). 

 The scallop size frequency graph was updated to display error bars, Figure 7 (p. 11). 
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 Summary statistics of the standardized tow data are included in Appendix A5 (p. 23). 

 In Table 4, the comparison of dredge selectivity was updated using data from the 179 

standardized tows where scallops were measured (p. 10). 

Deviation from Proposed Methods: 

 An explanation of why LA survey methods deviated from the standardized parameters 

was added to the LA methods section (p. 8). 

 Statistical results of scope testing were added in Appendix A6 (p. 24). 

 An explanation of the LAGC experimental design and deviation from proposed methods 

was added to the report (p. 4-7). 

 An explanation of ROV results and subsequent predator analysis was added to the report 

(p. 14). 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Ward 

Farrell Davis 

Coonamessett Farm Foundation, Inc 


